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MEMBER FOR INNALOO 
Personal Explanation - Evidence given at the Police Royal Commission 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [2.56 pm] - by leave:  I rise to refute some outrageous, scurrilous and false 
allegations made against me this morning by a witness, one Lynette Crimmins.  Crimmins, having told the Royal 
Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police 
Officers that she had been a prostitute, gave evidence this morning that I had visited a brothel with a woman who 
was a senior solicitor at the Crown Law department.  She said that I had taken to the brothel not only the woman, 
but also a quantity of alcohol.  She went on to suggest to the royal commission that I had had sex with that 
woman, the senior solicitor from the Crown Law department, on the premises of the brothel and suggested that I 
may have had sex with other women on the premises of the brothel at that time.   

I wish to utterly refute all those allegations, save and except for the fact that I did attend a brothel with a solicitor 
some years ago.  I wish to briefly explain to the Chamber the circumstances of that visit.  I was at the time 
engaged as a defence barrister acting for a policeman on the Argyle Diamonds case.  I was in the process of 
examining Mrs Crimmins in a preliminary hearing.  As a result of a subpoena I had served on the Police Service, 
I came into possession of a document that suggested Mrs Crimmins had been barred from working in the brothel 
in which she had been previously employed because she was a drug addict, a liar and a thief.  I could not put 
those allegations to her in cross-examination without having some corroboration of them, because I felt it would 
be unprofessional to put such allegations to a woman without having some corroboration of them.  Accordingly, 
I rang the brothel and made an appointment to interview the madam.  I took with me a senior solicitor, and I 
contacted her today to see whether I could mention her name in the course of the explanation.  She is not the 
solicitor who was mentioned in evidence this morning; however, it was Ms Belinda Lonsdale, who has not been 
in my employ for many a long year and who is now a senior and well-respected independent criminal law 
barrister practising at Albert Wolff Chambers in Perth. 

I attended with Ms Lonsdale; no alcohol was taken to the premises; nothing untoward happened in the manner as 
suggested by Crimmins in evidence; and I interviewed the brothel madam who was able to confirm that she had 
banned Crimmins from the premises for her chronic drug taking and her lying and thieving at the premises.  That 
occurred on a Friday evening.  After the following weekend, I cross-examined Crimmins on the material I had 
obtained from the brothel madam and Crimmins conceded that she was at the time a chronic drug addict, a 
psychiatric patient and probably had lied and thieved. 

I therefore wish to refute the allegations made against me in their entirety, save and except that I visited those 
premises purely in the course of my professional capacity as a defence barrister. 

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I reassure all members of this Chamber; my beautiful fiancee, Michelle Stronach, 
who is supporting me today and is present in the Speaker’s gallery; my beautiful daughters Maggie May and 
Isabella who are at school today; my former wife Mary-Ellen; and all the women of Western Australia - 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  No, this is a very important matter to me.  I reassure those people that I would never defile 
or exploit any woman by visiting a brothel in the manner described so despicably by Crimmins.   
 


